[The cellular composition of the bronchoalveolar washing in experimental anthracosis].
Bronchoalveolar lavage (BAL) was performed in albino random-bred adult male rats with pneumoconiosis. Fibrotic reaction in the lungs was induced by inhalation coal dust during 6 months. BAL comprised 90.9 +/- 1.2% of macrophages; 4.4 +/- 0.8% of neutrophils and 4.5 +/- 1.0% of lymphocytes. The total cell number in BAL was higher (over 59%) in animals with pneumoconiosis. The number of cells on alveolar surface of the lungs was also higher. Fibrotic reaction in the lungs is probably directly related with the increased number of vital macrophages in the lung.